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without saying, it would go even better with saying. M. de
Humboldt shouted: "What has the law of nations got to do
with this matter?" To which I answered, "It has this to do
with it, that you are here." 18

The discussion was long and stormy; finally, when Gentz
too intervened, Talleyrand's phrase was approved. But
where to place it? A new discussion begun. Finally, they
agreed, and the following declaration was signed by the
plenipotentiaries.

The plenipotentiaries of the courts who signed the peace
treaty of Paris, on May 30, 1814, have taken under considera-
tion article 32 of this treaty, which states that all the powers
engaged on either side during the last war, will send plenipo-
tentiaries to Vienna, in order that in a general Congress they
may settle the terms which are to complete the dispositions in
the said treaty; and, after having seriously considered the
situation in which they find themselves, and the duties which
devolve upon them, they have realized that they could not
better fulfill them, than by first establishing free and confi-
dential communications between the plenipotentiaries of all
the powers. But at the same time they are convinced that it
is to the interest of all the intervening parties to delay the
general assembly of their plenipotentiaries until the time
when the questions on which pronouncement must be made
will have reached a point where the result is in keeping with
the principles of the law of nations, with the stipulations of
the Treaty of Paris, and with the proper respect of our con-
temporaries. Therefore, the formal opening of the Congress
will be adjourned to November i, and the aforesaid plenipo-
tentiaries feel certain that the work to which this delay will
be consecrated, by defining ideas and conciliating opinion,
will essentially advance the great labor which is- the object of
their mission.1*

A few days later, Talleyrand was to write to the De-
partment: "It is claimed that we have gained a victory
by having forced the introduction of the expression law
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